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$URING� THE� LAST�MANDATE�� OUR�'ROUP�HAS� GONE� FROM� STRENGTH� TO� STRENGTH

AND�TODAY�WE�COUNT�CLOSE�TO����MEMBERS�HAILING�FROM�EIGHT�%5�-EMBER

3TATES��4HE�AIM�FOR�THE�NEXT�MANDATE�AND�YEARS�TO�COME�IS�TO�CONTINUE�TO

BRING�OUR�COMMON
SENSE�PERSPECTIVE�TO�%UROPEAN�POLICY�AND�TO�REAFFIRM

OUR�VISION�OF�A�%UROPE�THAT� IS� JUST�AND�FAIR��ECONOMICALLY�PROSPEROUS�AND

TRUE�TO�ITS�VALUES��

7E�WANT�TO�SEE�LESS�CONTENTIOUS�AND�BURDENSOME�LEGISLATION�IN�THE�NEXT

MANDATE�AND�WE�WILL�CONTINUE�TO�ENSURE�THAT�OUR�VOICES�ARE�BETTER�HEARD

AND� REFLECTED� IN� %5
LEVEL� DISCUSSIONS� AND�DECISIONS��/UR�MEMBERS� HAVE

TIRELESSLY�WORKED�IN�PROMOTING�CONSERVATIVE�VALUES�AND�REFORMIST�POLICIES

AS�WELL�AS�LOCAL�DECISION
MAKING�BE�IT� THROUGH�ADOPTED�#O2�OPINIONS�OR

AT�HIGH
LEVEL�CONFERENCES�AND�EVENTS��

)�AM�VERY�PROUD�OF�THE�WORK�CARRIED�OUT�TO�PROTECT�THE�AUTOMOTIVE�SECTOR�

A�KEY�PILLAR�OF�THE�%5�ECONOMY��/UR�-EMBERS��WHETHER�HEADS�OF�REGIONS�

MAYORS�� REGIONAL� MINISTERS� OR� COUNCILLORS�� HAVE� BEEN� SOME� OF� THE� MOST

PRO
ACTIVE�CONTRIBUTORS� TO� THE�WORK�OF� THE� INSTITUTION��4HEY�HAVE�BROUGHT

THEIR� COMMON
SENSE� PERSPECTIVES� OF� LOCAL� POLITICS� TO� %UROPEAN� POLICY�

REPRESENTING� THEIR� CONSTITUENTS� AND� BELIEF� IN� THE� IMPORTANCE� OF� THE� FREE

MARKET��TRADITION��AND�DEMOCRACY�

&/27!2$�"9�-!2#/�-!23),)/

0RESIDENT�OF�THE�%#2�'ROUP�IN�THE�#O2

�



4HE� %UROPEAN� # ONSERVATIVES� AND� 2EFORMISTS� ' ROUP� IS� A� CENTRE
 RIGHT
AND� EURO
 REALIST� POLITICAL� GROUP� IN� THE� %UROPEAN� # OMMITTEE� OF� THE
2EGIONS�� 3ET� UP� IN� ! PRIL� � � � � � AT� THE� � � � TH� PLENARY� SESSION�� IT� HAS
BEEN�GROWING�SINCE��4HE�' ROUP�BRINGS�TOGETHER�0RESIDENTS�OF�2EGIONS�
- AYORS�� # OUNCILLORS� AND� OTHER� LOCAL� AND� REGIONAL� GOVERNMENT
REPRESENTATIVES�� # OMBINED�� THEY� REPRESENT� MILLIONS� OF� %UROPEAN
CITIZENS� FROM� ACROSS� THE� CONTINENT�� 4HE� %# 2� ' ROUP� IS� THE� VOICE� OF
CONSERVATIVE� AND� REFORMIST� LOCAL� AND� REGIONAL� POLITICIANS� IN� THE� %5 �
WORKING� TOGETHER� TO� ENSURE� THAT� DECISIONS� ARE� TAKEN� AS� CLOSE� TO� THE
CITIZENS�AS�POSSIBLE��

7 E� ARE� COMMITTED� TO� A� MORE� PROSPEROUS�� SECURE� AND� DECENTRALISED
%UROPE� LED� BY� LOCAL� COMMUNITIES� IN� PARTNERSHIP� WITH� NATIONAL
GOVERNMENTS�� / UR� MEMBERS� BRING� THEIR� CONSTITUENTS�� VOICES� TO
" RUSSELS��THEY�PROMOTE�COMMON�SENSE�AND�HIGHLIGHT�THE� IMPORTANCE
OF� FREE� MARKET�� TRADITIONS� AND� DEMOCRACY�� 4HE� %# 2� ' ROUP� HAS
ADVOCATED�REAL�ACTIONS�IN�THE�SPIRIT�OF�SOLIDARITY�AND�MORE�FLEXIBILITY�IN
THE�USE�OF�%5 �FUNDS�FOR�%UROPE�S�REGIONS��

4HE� %# 2� ' ROUP� IN� THE� # O2� IS� AN� EXTENSION� OF� THE� %UROPEAN
# ONSERVATIVES� AND� 2EFORMISTS� 0ARTY�� WHICH� CONTINUES� TO� GROW� WITH� A
RESPECTABLE�NUMBER�OF�- %0S��PRIME�MINISTERS�IN�THE�%UROPEAN�# OUNCIL
AND�A�SUCCESSFUL�THINK�TANK��. EW�$ IRECTION	�
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3ECURITY�BEGINS�AT�THE�LOCAL�LEVEL��WHERE�EFFECTIVE�LAW
ENFORCEMENT� AND� COMMUNITY� ENGAGEMENT� CAN
COMBAT� RISING� CRIMINALITY�� 7 E� ADVOCATE� PRIORITISING
SECURITY� CHALLENGES� AT� THE� %5 �S� EXTERNAL
BORDERS��FOCUSING�ON�STRONG�BORDER�MANAGEMENT
TO� CONTROL� ILLEGAL� IMMIGRATION� AND� PROTECT� CITIZENS
FROM�EXTERNAL�THREATS��INCLUDING�TERRORISM��
7 E� ARE� COMMITTED� TO� CREATING� SAFER�� MORE� SECURE
CITIES�FOR�EVERYONE�

! �3! &%2 �%5 2 / 0%

# / - 0%4)4)6%. %33
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! N� IMPACTFUL� AND� EFFICIENT� COHESION� POLICY� POST

� � � � � WILL� BE� VITAL� TO� ENSURE� %UROPE�S� FUTURE
PROSPERITY��7 E�BELIEVE�THAT�COHESION�POLICY�SHOULD
FOCUS� ON� ITS� PRIMARY� OBJECTIVE�� WHICH� IS� TO
STRENGTHEN� ECONOMIC�� SOCIAL� AND� TERRITORIAL
COHESION�AND�TO�REDUCE�REGIONAL�DISPARITIES��

7 E� ARE� COMMITTED� TO� MAKING� COHESION� POLICY
MORE� SIMPLIFIED� AND� FLEXIBLE� AND� REDUCING� ITS
ADMINISTRATIVE�BURDEN��

7 E� BELIEVE� IN� EMPOWERING� - EMBER� 3TATES�
CITIES�AND�REGIONS�TO�TAKE�OWNERSHIP�OF�THEIR
FUTURE�� ENACT� POLICIES� THAT� CORRESPOND� TO� THEIR
LOCAL�REALITIES�AND�THRIVE�ON�THEIR�UNIQUE�STRENGTHS��
7 E� CALL� FOR� FUTURE� COMPETITIVENESS� INITIATIVES�
INCLUDING�THE�NEW�#OMPETITIVENESS�&UND�AND�THE
3INGLE� - ARKET� 3TRATEGY�� TO� CONTRIBUTE� TO� PLACE

BASED� GROWTH� IN� OUR� REGIONS� AND� CITIES� WHILE
RESPECTING�THE�SUBSIDIARITY�PRINCIPLE�
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7 E�ARE�COMMITTED�TO�PROTECTING�%UROPE�S�WORKERS
AND�INDUSTRIES�FROM�UNREALISTIC�CLIMATE�POLICIES��AND
WE�WILL�WORK�TO�ENSURE�THAT�THE�REGIONS�UNDERGOING
STRUCTURAL�TRANSFORMATION�ARE�NOT�LEFT�BEHIND��AND�THAT
THEY� WILL� RECEIVE� THE� NECESSARY� SUPPORT� TO
MAINTAIN� THEIR� COMPETITIVENESS�� 7 E� CALL� FOR� A� JUST
TRANSITION�BASED�ON�SCIENCE��INNOVATION�AND�THE
ADOPTION� OF� NEW� TECHNOLOGIES�� AND� NOT� ONE
BASED�ON�REGULATION��BANS�AND�EXCESSIVE�TAXPAYER
SUBSIDIES�

4HE� %#2� ' ROUP� REITERATES� THE� IMPORTANCE� OF
GENERATION� RENEWAL� IN� THE� AGRICULTURAL� SECTOR�
WHICH� IS� OFTEN� SEEN� AS� AN� UNDESIRABLE
PROFESSION��4HE�ESTABLISHMENT�OF�YOUNG�PEOPLE
IN� RURAL� AREAS� WITH� ACCESS� TO� SERVICES� AND
LEISURE� AND� EMPLOYMENT� OPPORTUNITIES� IS
KEY�TO�PRESERVING�AGRICULTURE�ACROSS�THE�%5�AND
THEREBY�CONTRIBUTING�TO�OUR�FOOD�SOVEREIGNTY�

7 E� ADVOCATE� FOR� POLICIES� THAT� EMPOWER
INDIVIDUALS� AND� FAMILIES� TO� REMAIN� IN� THEIR
COMMUNITIES�� ENSURING� THEY� HAVE� ACCESS� TO
QUALITY�EDUCATION��EFFICIENT�HEALTHCARE��AND�STABLE
EMPLOYMENT�� 4HIS� INCLUDES� FOSTERING� STRONG
DIGITAL�AND�TRANSPORT�CONNECTIVITY��WHICH�CAN
BRIDGE� GAPS� BETWEEN� URBAN� AND� RURAL� AREAS�
MAKING� IT� EASIER� FOR� PEOPLE� TO� REMAIN� IN� THEIR
HOME�REGIONS�
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- ARCO�- ARSILIO�
 �0RESIDENT
0RESIDENT�OF�! BRUZZO�2EGION��)TALY

�

7 �ADYS�AW�/ RTYL�
 �&IRST�6 ICE
 0RESIDENT
0RESIDENT�OF�0ODKARPACKIE�2EGION��0OLAND

*URAJ�$ ROBA�
 �6 ICE�0RESIDENT
0RESIDENT�OF�" RATISLAVA�2EGION��3LOVAKIA

" 5 2 %! 5 02 %3)$ %. # 9

! NNA�- AGYAR�
 �6 ICE�0RESIDENT
# OUNCILOR�IN�# SONGR• D
 # SAN• D�# OUNTY��( UNGARY

$ AGMAR�¯ KODOV• �0ARMOV• �
 �6 ICE�0RESIDENT
- AYOR�OF�THE�# ITY�OF�Î ESK̃ �" UDÝJOVICE��# ZECH�2EPUBLIC
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- ATTEO�" IANCHI�
 �# O2 �" UREAU�- EM BER
# OUNCILLOR�IN�6ARESE��)TALY

*• NOS�s D• M�+AR• CSONY�
 �# O2 �" UREAU�- EM BER
$ EPUTY�0RESIDENT�OF�0EST�# OUNTY�# OUNCIL��( UNGARY

- ICHAEL�2OSENBERG�
 �( EAD�OF�3WEDISH�DELEGATION
- UNICIPAL�# OUNCILLOR��- UNICIPALITY�OF�( ELSINGBORG�
3WEDEN

! TANAS�3TOYANOV�
 �( EAD�OF�" ULGARIAN�DELEGATION
- AYOR�OF�3ANDANSKI��" ULGARIA

)LPO�( ELTIMOINEN�
 �4REASURER�
, APPEENRANTA�# ITY�# OUNCILOR��&INLAND
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$ AGMAR�¯ KODOV• �0ARMOV• ��# : 	�
 �# OORDINATOR
! NNA�- AGYAR��( 5 	��
 �$ EPUTY�# OORDINATOR
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7 �ADYS�AW�/ RTYL��0, 	�
 �# OORDINATOR�
*URAJ�$ ROBA��3+	�
 �$ EPUTY�# OORDINATOR

)LPO�( ELTIMOINEN��&)	�
 �# OORDINATOR
" RANISLAV�: ACHARIDES��3+	�
 ��$ EPUTY�# OORDINATOR

2OBERTO�# IAMBETTI��)4	�
 �# OORDINATOR
! TTILA�+ISS���( 5 	�
 �$ EPUTY�# ORDINATOR

! DAM�+AR• CSONY��( 5 	�
 �# OORDINATOR
- ATTEO�" IANCHI��)4	�
 �$ EPUTY�# OORDINATOR

, ORENZO�' ALLIGANI��)4	�
 �# OORDINATOR
! DAM�+AR• CSONY��( 5 	�
 �# OORDINATOR

# ITIZENSHIP��GOVERNANCE��INSTITUTIONAL�AND�EXTERNAL�AFFAIRS�

4ERRITORIAL�COHESION�POLICY�AND�%5 �BUDGET

%CONOM IC�POLICY

%NVIRONM ENT��CLIM ATE�CHANGE�AND�ENERGY

. ATURAL�RESOURCES

3OCIAL�POLICY��EDUCATION��EM PLOYM ENT��RESEARCH�AND�CULTURE
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� � � ! PRIL� � � � � � 4HE� %# 2� ' ROUP� IN� THE� %UROPEAN� # OMMITTEE� OF� THE
2EGIONS� IS� FORMED� AND� OFFICIALLY� ANNOUNCED� DURING� THE� � � � TH� PLENARY
SESSION�OF�THE�# O2�

� � � / CTOBER� � � � � � 4HE� ' ROUP� MEETS� IN� , ECCE�� )TALY�� 4HE� , OCALISM
# ONFERENCE� ON� %5 � REGIONAL� POLICY� FOCUSES� ON� HOW� TO� ACHIEVE� GREATER
LOCALISM�

� �*UNE�� � � � �4HE�%# 2� ' ROUP�HELD�ITS�EXTERNAL�GROUP�MEETING�IN�, ONDON
TO�DISCUSS�AREAS�WHERE�STRUCTURED�COOPERATION�WILL�BE�NEEDED�AT�THE�LOCAL
AND�REGIONAL�LEVEL�AFTER�THE�5 +�LEAVES�THE�%5 �

� � � . OVEM BER� � � � � � 4HE� %# 2� ' ROUP� ORGANISED� ITS� FIRST� %# 2� # O2� 3TUDY
$ AYS� IN� 6ENICE�� FOCUSING� ON� THE� TOPICS� OF� SUBSIDIARITY� AND� PROTECTION� OF
CULTURAL�HERITAGE�

� � �&EBRUARY�� � � � � / UR�3TUDY�$ AYS�IN�0ODKARPACKIE�FOCUS�ON�THE�ROLE�OF
SMART�SPECIALISATION�IN�BUILDING�OUR�REGIONSÃ�FUTURE�AND�NEW�TRENDS�IN�THE
%5 �BUDGET�� � � � 
 � � � � �

� � � . OVEM BER� � � � � � 4HE� %# 2� ' ROUP� HELD� ITS� FORTH� , OCALISM� 3UMMIT� IN
, Ã! QUILA��CAPITAL�OF�! BRUZZO�REGION�IN�)TALY�TO�DISCUSS�. ATURAL�$ ISASTERS�AND
$ EMOGRAPHIC� $ ECLINE�� # HALLENGES� &OR� , OCAL� # OMMUNITIES�� 4HE� , Ã! QUILA
DECLARATION�IS�SIGNED�AT�THE�PRESENCE�OF�%# 2�LEADERS��

� � �! PRIL�� � � � �4HE�%UROPEAN�# ONSERVATIVES�AND�2EFORMISTS�' ROUP�IN�THE
%UROPEAN� # OMMITTEE� OF� THE� 2EGIONS� CELEBRATED� � � TH� ANNIVERSARY� SINCE
THE�GROUPÃS�FOUNDING�IN�! PRIL�� � � � �

� � ! PRIL� � � � � � 4HE� %# 2� ' ROUP� 3UMMIT� OF� # ONSERVATIVE� , OCAL� AND
2EGIONAL� , EADERS� IS� HELD� IN� , UBLIN�� 0OLAND�� TO� DISCUSS� %UROPEÃS
COMPETITIVENESS�AND�SECURITY�




